Kerameikos and Archaeological Museum of Kerameikos

The archaeological site of the Kerameikos comprises part of the Themistoclean Wall, the Dipylon
Gate and Sacred Gate, the Pompeion, the burial enclosure of the Stele of Hegeso, the Demosion
Sema, and other well-known monuments. The entrance to the approximately eleven acre
archaeological site is located on Ermou Street.
The Themistoclean wall was built hastily in 478 BC, after the Persian retreat, in order to protect the
city from the Spartan threat. It surrounded the entire ancient city of Athens and divided the
Kerameikos into two sections, inner and outer Kerameikos. Inner Kerameikos (inside the city walls)
developed into a residential neighbourhood, whereas outer Kerameikos remained a cemetery. The
section of the wall that crossed the Kerameikos in a N-S direction is preserved to this day, together
with two important gates, the Dipylon, the largest and most formal Athenian gate, and the Sacred
Gate.
Two important roads, the road leading to Plato's Academy and the Sacred Way (Iera Odos), which
connected Athens with Eleusis, began at the Dipylon and Sacred Gate (Iera Pyli) respectively. The
Sacred Gate was the starting point for the procession of the Eleusinian Mysteries, and the Dipylon
the starting point of the Panathenaic procession, which moved along the Panathenaic Way towards
the Acropolis. The preparations for the Panathenaic procession took place inside the Pompeion, a
large building with peristyle court, located directly behind the wall, next to the Dipylon. The
building dates from the end of the fifth century BC.
In the Classical period (fifth-fourth centuries BC) the streets were lined with cemeteries and
funerary monuments, mostly of families and often decorated with reliefs. Some of the best-known
funerary monuments are the Tomb of Dexileo, the Stele of Hegeso (c. 400 BC), the Relief of
Demetria and Pamphile, and the marble bull from the funerary enclosure of Dionysios of Kollytos
(c. 345 BC).
Outside the Dipylon, along the street leading to Plato's Academy, lay the Demosion Sema, or Public
Cemetery, the burial place of Athenian notables and war heroes. This is where Pericles delivered his
famous Funeral Oration for those who died during the first year of the Peloponnesian War (430
BC).

The museum of Kerameikos was built in 1937 on the plans of H. Johannes, with a donation of
Gustav Oberlaender. It was enlarged in the 1960's with the support of the Boehringer brothers.
Τhe exhibits are displayed in chronological order, but also according to their subjects and their
provenance.
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